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Chainsaws Risk Assessment
Site / activity: Squirrel Wood Scout Campsite
Prepared by: Andy McAteer (Support Team Lead)
Date: 17/03/2026
Review: This document is reviewed annually. We can review it sooner if needed.

	Hazard / activity
	People involved
	Control measures / procedure
	Review / notes

	Contact with chain causing severe laceration or fatal injury
Probability: 2 | Severity: 3 | Rating: 6
	Operator
	Full PPE, trained operator
	

	Kickback causing serious upper body or head injury
Probability: 2 | Severity: 3 | Rating: 6
	Operator
	Correct technique used
	

	Falling timber causing crush injury or fatality
Probability: 2 | Severity: 3 | Rating: 6
	Operator / Others
	Ensure exclusion zones are in place
	

	Timber under tension releasing suddenly causing injury
Probability: 2 | Severity: 3 | Rating: 6
	Operator
	Competent cutting techniques
	

	Slips or falls whilst operating causing injury with live saw
Probability: 2 | Severity: 2 | Rating: 4
	Operator
	Stable footing
	

	Fatigue leading to incorrect use
Probability: 2 | Severity: 2 | Rating: 4
	Operator
	Breaks
	

	Poor maintenance increasing kickback risk
Probability: 2 | Severity: 2 | Rating: 4
	Operator
	Ensure regular maintenance
	

	Fuel handling causing fire or burns
Probability: 1 | Severity: 2 | Rating: 2
	Operator
	Safe refuelling practices
	

	Lone working delaying emergency response
Probability: 1 | Severity: 3 | Rating: 3
	Operator
	No lone working
	

	Young people entering work area causing severe injury
Probability: 2 | Severity: 3 | Rating: 5
	Young people
	Strict exclusion zones
	


The Squirrel Wood Management Team will monitor and review the controls to reduce risk.
The information contained within this Risk Assessment should be taken as the minimum requirement and 
is not to be considered exhaustive.
Reviewed by: ____________________    Date: ____________________    Changes: ____________________
Checked by Operations Manager: ____________________    Date: ____________________
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