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Archery Risk Assessment
Site / activity: SQUIRREL WOOD SCOUT CAMP SITE ARCHERY RISK ASSESSMENT
Prepared by: GLYNIS ROBINSON
Date: 22ND June 2026
Review: 22nd June 2027

	Hazard / activity
	People involved
	Control measures / procedure
	Review / notes

	Misuse of Arrows
	
	• All instructors hold Archery GB Instructor Award or higher and/or Scout Archery Permit dependant on group type. 
• Participants must be instructed that arrows must be pointed down the range or to the ground at all times. 
• Arrows must be counted out and in at the start and end of sessions. 
• Arrows must be removed from the shooting line when individuals are on the range, collecting arrows. 
• In the safety brief participants must be provided with a clear demonstration of how to load/shoot the arrows correctly. 
• Equipment must not be left unsupervised. 
• Participants must only touch any equipment when told to do so by the instructor.
	

	Misuse of Bows
	ALL
	• All instructors hold Archery GB Instructor Award or higher and/or Scout Archery Permit dependant on group type. 
• Participants are told that bows must be pointed down the range or to the ground at all times. 
• In the safety brief participants must be provided with a clear demonstration of how to use the bow correctly. 
• Equipment must not be left unsupervised. 
• Participants must only touch any equipment when told to do so by the instructor.
	

	Injury to arm from bow string
	Participants, 
Instructors
	• All participants must be wearing a correctly fitted arm brace. 
• Instructors must demonstrate to participants the correct shooting stance i.e., arm slightly bent.
• Participants must not run when collecting arrows. 
• Participants must walk up the side of the range to get to the target. 
• Participants must wait for permission to collect arrows by the instructor
	

	Injury from the boss falling over
	  Participants, 
  Instructors
	• Archery bosses are secured to the ground. 
• Routine visual inspections completed and signed for at the start of the day and before each session.
	

	Injury from removing arrows from target
	Participants, 
  Instructors
	• A demonstration must be provided in the safety briefing to explain how to safely remove an arrow i.e. looking around for other people before commencing. 
• Participants must wait for permission to collect arrows by the instructor.
	

	Falling with arrows when returning to shooting line  
	  Participants,     instructors
	• Participants must be shown how to safely carry arrows i.e. points to the ground. 
• No running allowed on the range.
	

	Someone entering range or crossing shooting line
	Person who is on the range
	• Ranges are enclosed with clear physical boundaries. 
• Participants must be made aware of the ‘stop’ command during the safety briefing.
	

	Arrows overshooting or flying out of the range
	Other site users
	• Ranges are designed to meet requirements for ‘have a go’ range including overshoots and net to protect surrounding area.
	

	Footware
	Participants
Instructors
	•Appropriate closed toed shoes must be worn at all times.
	

	Weather
	Instructors
Participants
Leaders
	• Centre Management Team/Lead Instructors must check weather at start of day and monitor throughout. 
• Sessions must be stopped if wind speeds exceed 24mph, dependant on location. 
• Sessions must be stopped immediately in thunder and lightning, and wait for 30 minutes after end of storm, before re commencing. 
• Sessions to be cancelled in extreme hot or cold temperatures.
	

	Uncontrolled groups of young people
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	• Keep all young people involved sitting down while not participating. 
• Groups must be accompanied by a supervising adult. 
• Group leader is responsible for managing the groups behaviour  
	

	Novice participants
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	• Ratio of 1 instructor and at least one competent adult per 12 participants. 
• Safety briefing given at the start of the session to identify the specific hazards and safety rules to follow and reinforced throughout.
	

	Failure of equipment
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	• Monthly equipment checks are carried out. 
• Routine visual inspections completed and signed for at the start of the day and before each session by the activities team. 
• If the activity equipment has a defect during use, the activity must be stopped immediately until repairs are completed.
	

	General Injury
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	• Groups are responsible for their own first aid. Groups must have someone adequately trained and have a suitable first aid kit. 
• Additional first  aid kit and defibrillator are available the entrance of the toilet block at Squirrel Wood
	

	Poorly maintained activity area
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	• Monthly activity area checks are carried out. 
• Routine visual inspections completed and signed for at the start of the day and before each session by the activities team. 
• If the activity area has a defect during use, the activity must be stopped immediately until repairs are completed.
	

	Lighting Level
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	Although there is electronic lighting on the range consideration for lighting level should be made
	

	Range Incursion
	Participants, Leaders, Instructors
	If persons enter the range area without permission ‘STOP’ signal to be used and all stop the activity until the matter is resolved, and it is safe to continue.
When range is not in use the equipment must be secured in a locked area to stop unauthorised use without archery gb instructors
	


Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities. 
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